
AP Macroeconomics Syllabus 
 

Teacher:  Carlos Kyle Gillespie 
Contact Email:   cgillespie@madison.k12.al.us 
School: Sparkman High School 
Years Taught: 2015 - Present 
 
Course Description: The Advanced Placement Macroeconomics class is designed to provide students with an 
understanding of basic economic concepts and skills that apply to economic systems on a broad scale.  According 
to the College Board, this course places particular emphasis on “the study of national income and price-level 
determination, and develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial sector, 
stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics.” Students should be self-disciplined, good 
readers, and have the skills to use graphs, tables, and math to analyze complex data and concepts. Topics include 
the following: Basic Economic Concepts; Measurement of Economic Performance; National Income and Price 
Determination; The Financial Sector; Inflation, Unemployment, and Stabilization Policies; Economic Growth and 
Productivity; International Trade and Finance. This class prepares the student for the Advanced Placement test 
given in May.  
 
Textbook: Anderson, David, and Margaret Ray. Krugman's Economics for AP, 2nd Edition. Worth Publishers 
 
Supplements to textbook: The textbook will be supplemented heavily in class throughout the course. We will 
work with extra excerpts from known macroeconomic authors such as Gregory Mankiw, Mitch McConnell, Joseph 
Stiglitz, etc. Articles from media will also be used to connect theoretical contents with current issues and debates on 
macroeconomic policy. IT IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to work with supplemental materials on your own 
throughout the year – waiting until the last week to “cram” is not a consistently successful strategy. 
 
Grading System: - 60% - Tests 

- 40% - Daily Grades (class work, quizzes, etc)  
 
In case of absences, it is up to the student to make sure all make-up work and tests are 
turned in/taken in accordance with Madison County School Board policy, which states the 
following:   “The teacher(s) will give students the number of days equal to the number of 
days absent to complete the assignments. It is the responsibility of the student or parent to 
request and obtain assignments from the teacher(s) through normal school channels (in 
person, by telephone, email, learning management system, etc.” 
 

Course Outline and Assignments: Macroeconomics is now broken up into 6 units. For each unit, there will be a 
Take Home Packet assigned to practice the necessary skills to show successful understanding of the required 
concepts. Upon completion of each unit, there will be a summative assessment – both multiple choice and free 
response questions.  

 Unit 1: Basic Economic Concepts 5–10% 

 Unit 2: Economic Indicators and the Business Cycle 12–17% 

 Unit 3: National Income and Price Determination 17–27% 

 Unit 4: Financial Sector 18–23% 

 Unit 5: Long-Run Consequences of Stabilization Policies 20–30% 

 Unit 6: Open Economy—International Trade and Finance 10–13% 
   
Class Rules:    - Respect yourself, fellow classmates, and the teacher. 
      - No cheating or copying others’ work. This will result in an automatic zero. 
   - No cell phones in class unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.  
   - Students will follow all rules outlined in the student handbook. 
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Discipline Procedures:  When classroom rules are broken, the discipline progresses through these steps in an 
attempt to work with the student to improve their behavioral choices.   *Major discipline violations as in the student 
handbook bypass these steps and go straight to administration.  

1) Warning. 
2) Student/teacher conversation. 
3) Parent is contacted to discuss classroom behavior. 
4) Referral to administration. 

 
Classroom Supplies: Students will need to bring their textbook, paper, and pen/pencil to class every day.  
 
Requested Class Supplies: Kleenex; Hand sanitizer; Paper (copy/writing); Paper towels; Expo markers. 
 
Parent/Teacher Communication: I am available through email (cgillespie@madison.k12.al.us) to answer 
questions, set up conferences, etc.  
 

 
 


